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Geography & Politics
British Virgin Islands – Geography & Political System

The British Virgin Islands (BVI) are a group of islands situated about sixty miles east of Puerto Rico and since 1672 has been

a Dependent Territory of the United Kingdom, with a democratic system of government.

Geography

The principal islands are Virgin Gorda and Tortola.

Located on Tortola, Road Town is the capital city and financial center of the BVI.  The islands have a total population of about

22,000, of whom approximately 18,000 live on Tortola.

Political System

Executive authority is invested in The Queen and is exercised on her behalf by the Governor of the British Virgin Islands. The

Governor is appointed by the Queen on the advice of the British Government. Defense and Foreign Affairs remain the responsibility

of the United Kingdom.

A new constitution was adopted in 2007 (the Virgin Islands Constitution Order, 2007) and came into force when the Legislative

Council was dissolved for the 2007 general election. The Head of Government under the new constitution is the Premier (prior to

the new constitution the office was referred to as Chief Minister), who is elected in a general election along with the other members

of the ruling government as well as the members of the opposition.

An Executive Council is nominated by the Premier and appointed by the Governor. There is a unicameral Legislative Council made

up of 13 seats. The current Governor is David Pearey (since 2006). The current Premier is Ralph T. O'Neal (since August 22, 2007).

VP Bank (BVI) Limited

The only provider in the BVI able to offer the complete solution to its clients due to the joint venture of ATU and VP Bank, which

together offer the entire range of financial services under one roof.

Contact

VP Bank and Trust Company (BVI) Ltd.
3076 Sir Francis Drake's Highway

Road Town, Tortola VG1110

British Virgin Islands

Tel +1 284 494 11 00

Contact form

Send e-mail
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Fax +1 284 494 11 99


